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Providing better cancer data will help reduce the burden of childhood cancer 
 
 
 
Lyon, France, 15 February 2019 – Each year, an estimated 215 000 cancers are diagnosed in children 
younger than 15 years, and about 85 000 cancers in those aged 15–19 years. These estimates are based 
on data collected by the International Agency for Research on Cancer (IARC) from population-based 
cancer registries around the world. 
 
Cancer remains rare in children. In high-income countries, 80% of patients can be cured. However, in low-
resource settings, survival rates are only about one quarter those in high-resource settings. This is due to 
a lack of awareness among health professionals, as well as a lack of efficient medical infrastructure and 
diagnostic and treatment facilities. Hence, country of residence is the best predictor of outcome for 
children with cancer. 
 
Compared with adults, children are affected by different types of cancer. Almost half of childhood cancers 
are cancers of blood cells (leukaemia and lymphoma), and the most frequent other malignancies are 
tumours of the central nervous system and tumours that develop from embryonal tissues. 
 
To help better understand and fight childhood cancer, IARC has joined the recently formed WHO Global 
Initiative for Childhood Cancer.1 The Global Initiative seeks to reduce inequalities in access to diagnosis 
and in quality of treatment, and thus improve treatment outcomes for all children, especially those living in 
countries with limited resources. 
 
High-quality data on childhood cancer incidence and survival are critical to better understand and combat 
the disease. However, the lack of infrastructure and high-quality cancer registries in many low-income 
countries means that data describing the burden of childhood cancer are scarce. For example, information 
on cancer incidence is available for only 5% of the total population of children in Africa, and survival data 
are available for an even smaller percentage of the child population. 
 
“IARC has extensive expertise in supporting high-quality cancer registries around the world,” explains 
IARC scientist Dr Eva Steliarova-Foucher. “The Agency will offer valuable technical support to help 
countries build their information systems and use data on cancer incidence, survival, and mortality for 
cancer control planning, monitoring, and evaluation.” 
 

                                                 
1 https://www.who.int/cancer/childhood-cancer/en/ 
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Within the framework of the Global Initiative, IARC will lead the way in identifying barriers and challenges 
to cancer registration, and will recommend approaches to improve data quality in existing registries, 
specifically within the child population. 
 
IARC is also contributing to the evaluation of the costs of the actions needed at the national level, along 
with the costs of the absence of action. The Global Initiative is expected to increase the information base 
for decision-making and improve research competency at the national and international levels. 
 
“Many countries are unaware of the extent of the childhood cancer burden,” says IARC Director Dr 
Elisabete Weiderpass. “The lack of high-quality data prevents governments from identifying efficient public 
health policies and responding to the needs of the patients.” 
 
The Global Initiative has the aim of reaching a survival rate of at least 60% for children with cancer 
globally by 2030. This target represents an approximate doubling of the current survival rate, and reaching 
it will save 1 million lives over the next decade. 
 
 
 
For more information, please contact 
Communications Group, at +33 (0)4 72 73 83 66 or terrassev@iarc.fr 
 
The International Agency for Research on Cancer (IARC) is part of the World Health Organization. Its 
mission is to coordinate and conduct research on the causes of human cancer, the mechanisms of 
carcinogenesis, and to develop scientific strategies for cancer control. The Agency is involved in both 
epidemiological and laboratory research and disseminates scientific information through publications, 
meetings, courses, and fellowships. If you wish your name to be removed from our press release emailing 
list, please write to com@iarc.fr. 
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